
 

2025 President’s Report 

The past year has been one of reflection, celebration and transition for The Geelong College 
Foundation — a year that honoured tradition while embracing new opportunities to support our 
students and broader College community. 

Stepping into the role of President following the March AGM was both a privilege and a 
responsibility I hold with great respect. Having served on the Board since 2020, I have seen first-
hand the remarkable difference the Foundation makes to the lives of students at The Geelong 
College. It is a legacy built through the generosity and commitment of our members, and one I am 
proud to help continue. 

This year also marked an important leadership transition. We extend our deepest thanks to outgoing 
President Scott Chirnside (OGC 1970) for his exceptional service and steady guidance over many 
years. Scott’s thoughtful leadership helped strengthen and grow the Foundation, and we are 
delighted he continues to share his wisdom as a Director. We also farewelled Director Lauren Betts 
(OGC 2005), whose insight and dedication over six years were greatly valued. At the same time, we 
warmly welcomed David Williamson (OGC 1972) to the Board, bringing with him extensive 
professional experience and a long-standing connection to the College. 

Throughout the year, the Foundation continued to bring our community together through a busy 
calendar of events. Our annual Members’ Lunch, held as part of the ANZAC commemorations, was 
particularly memorable. We were privileged to hear from Adam Findlay (OGC 1983), whose 
reflections on his time at the College and distinguished military career were both inspiring and 
deeply moving. Hearing current student leaders speak about the importance of remembrance 
highlighted the powerful connection between past and present generations of Collegians. 

Another highlight was the 33rd Foundation Concert held on 22 August at Costa Hall. In it’s 33rd year, 
it was an evening that celebrated the extraordinary musical talent within our College. From the 
stirring orchestral performances to the enthusiasm of younger students helping share the 
Foundation’s story, the concert perfectly captured the spirit, creativity and opportunity that our 
community fosters. 

Community engagement remained a strong focus throughout the year. The annual Golf Day at 
Curlewis Golf Club brought together our wonderful community for a day of connection and friendly 
competition. Opening Night Drinks held in the foyer of the Geelong Arts Centre before the Senior 



School production of Mary Poppins, was well attended and the performance showcased the 
remarkable talent of our students. 

The President’s Lunch held in Melbourne provided a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with our 
city-based members and introduce them to new Principal Simon Young. The annual Morrison Society 
and Patron Lunch and Tour held on 28 October offered supporters the chance to engage directly 
with students and see firsthand their creativity displayed in the VCE Arts & Design Exhibition. 

Behind these events lies the Foundation’s core purpose — providing meaningful and lasting support 
to the College. This year, that support included funding important campus improvements and the 
continued commitment to scholarships and bursaries, helping ensure that a Geelong College 
education remains accessible to talented students from a diverse range of backgrounds. In addition, 
our ongoing support of staff professional development and major capital projects reflects our long-
term investment in the future of the College. 

The year also brought a significant farewell as we acknowledged the outstanding contribution of Dr 
Peter Miller following a decade of dedicated leadership as Principal. Peter was a passionate 
supporter of the Foundation and a trusted partner in advancing many of our key initiatives. His 
leadership through periods of growth, development and challenge has left a lasting mark on the 
College community, and we wish Peter and his wife Naomi every success in the years ahead. 

At the beginning of Term 4 we were delighted to welcome Simon Young as the new Principal of The 
Geelong College. We look forward to working with Simon on the many school projects that are 
underway. 

None of the Foundation’s achievements would be possible without the generosity, loyalty and 
commitment of our directors, members and supporters. Your continued belief in the Foundation’s 
work ensures that we can create opportunities, enhance facilities and enrich the experiences of 
current and future students. 

It is a privilege to serve this remarkable community, and I look forward to continuing to build on the 
strong foundations laid by those who came before us. 

 
Anna Webb 
President, The Geelong College Foundation 


